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WE ARE HERE TO HELP

ECO Team of Seniors and Student Assistants
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Amenah Siddiqui
Student Assistant

Kylie Swartz
Student Assistant

Jonny Oshalim
Project Delivery Coordinator &
Database Manager

Nicholas Thompson
Project Delivery Coordinator, 
Section 106 Coordinator & 
Architectural Historian

Dana Cota
Project Delivery Coordinator, 
Training and Outreach 
Coordinator & Archaeologist

Reena Gohil
NEPA Policy & 
Procedure Specialist

Haiyan Zhang
NEPA Policy & 
Procedure Specialist
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What is the PES? 
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Scoping tool

Questions identify potential 
environmental effects

Environmental ‘first step’ for
local agencies

LPA fills out 



The primary purpose of the PES is to establish a solid foundation for your project. By completing it, we can fully 
understand your project’s scope and assess any potential impacts on local resources, thereby allowing DLA to determine 

the appropriate NEPA Class of Action and pinpoint exactly which technical studies and permits are required.  
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Why Do I Need to Fill Out a PES?

Understand: Understand 
the full scope of
the project 

Determine: Preliminarily 
determine the NEPA
Class of Action (CE, EA or EIS) 

Assess: Assess potential for 
these resources within the 

project area

Purpose of
the PES

Identify: required
technical studies

and permits 
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PES Instructions
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Consult the 
instructions to 
complete the 

PES form.

Please DO NOT open the 
form in Browser. Right-click 
the link and choose “save 
link as” or “save target as” 

to save the form. Then, 
open the form with

Adobe Acrobat/Reader.
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PES Sections
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Section 1

Project Information
Preliminary 

Environmental Study 
Non-Infrastructure (NI)

Section 2

Preliminary Design 
Information

Section 3

Detailed Project 
Description

Section 4

Attachments

Section 5

Required Technical 
Studies and Analyses 

(To be Completed
by Caltrans Staff)

Section 7

Potential 
Environmental Effects

Section 6
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Required Attachments
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FSTIP Printout with the project highlighted

Project Maps and Views 

Visual Impact Analysis (VIA) Checklist

FEMA Floodplain Map of Project Vicinity

GeoTracker Printout for Hazardous Materials

Current Photos of Project Site

 Regional Map
 Location Map
 Footprint (showing existing and proposed ROW)
 Engineering drawings, if available
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Optional Attachments
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Federal 
Threatened and 

Endangered 
Species List from 

USFWS

Federal 
Threatened and 

Endangered 
Species List from 

NMFS

No longer required from local agencies for every project.
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PES Pilot
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NEPA REVALIDATION: KEY PRINCIPLES

Guidance and Regulations 
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NEPA Revalidation is the formal check to ensure the existing environmental 
documentation is still adequate. 

Definition

The determination that 
an environmental 

document or 
Categorical Exclusion 
(CE) decision remains 

valid or requires 
supplemental 

documentation. 

Process

It is a continuation 
of the project 
development 

process, not a new 
start.

Can be performed 
at any time after the 
initial Environmental 

Document or CE 
determination is 

completed. 

Timing Scope

Only applicable to 
the extent there are 
Federal approvals 

required for the 
project. 

Impact

Does not necessarily 
reopen the original 

NEPA Decision. 



Caltrans Procedures Manuals 
Caltrans Standard Environmental Reference (SER), Chapter 33
Caltrans Local Assistance Procedures Manual (LAPM), Chapter 6

Federal Regulations 
 23 CFR § 771.129

(Federal Highway Administration regulation on re-evaluation)

Joint Federal Guidance
 NEPA Re-Evaluation Joint Guidance for FHWA, FRA, FTA

(dated 8/14/2019)

State/Federal Agreements (California)
 FHWA/Caltrans NEPA Assignment MOUs for 23 U.S.C. § 326 and § 327

(Delegates NEPA responsibilities to Caltrans)
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Governing Guidance and Regulations

Revalidation is 
governed by specific 

regulations and 
operational guidance.
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What is Required? 

Clear documentation of 
conditions that trigger 

the re-evaluation 

Trigger Documentation

Documentation of the 
changes in 

environmental impacts or 
mitigation 

Environmental Changes

Determination of 
whether the original 

environmental decision 
remains valid

Validity Documentation
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When is Revalidation Required? 
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3-year timeline (EIS only)

Change in scope, setting, effects, 
mitigation measures, requirements 

Project proceeding to next major
federal approval 
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Find the form here:

How is Revalidation Documented? 
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The analysis should be minimal 
and proportionate to the 

changes.

Caltrans and FHWA have agreed to 
the use of the NEPA Revalidation 
Form for formal documentation. 

This may be as simple as a verbal 
exchange documented with a 
memo to file or an email chain. 

Minimal 
Documentation

Standardized 
Forms

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/environmental-analysis/standard-environmental-reference-ser/forms-templates
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How is Revalidation Documented? 
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CONTACTS, QUESTIONS, AND THANK YOU

In Closing… 
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DLA ECO Staff E-mail

Danielle Elledge Danielle.Elledge@dot.ca.gov

Haiyan Zhang Haiyan.Zhang@dot.ca.gov

Jonny Oshalim Jonathan.Oshalim@dot.ca.gov

Reena Gohil Reena.Gohil@dot.ca.gov

Nick Thompson Nicholas.Thompson@dot.ca.gov

Dana Cota Dana.Cota@dot.ca.gov

Amenah Siddiqui Amenah.Siddiqui@dot.ca.gov

Kylie Swartz Kylie.Swartz@dot.ca.gov
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