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Agenda

• Understand what 
“Emergency Work” is

• Review the 
Emergency Work 
Notification process 
in EPIMS

• ID helpful resources

• Q&A



CDFW’s Mission

To manage California’s 
diverse fish, wildlife, 
and plant resources, 
and the habitats upon 
which they depend, 
for their ecological 
values and their use 
and enjoyment by the 
public.

CDFW Brand Style Guide, 2024



What Does CDFW Do?

To fulfill its mission, CDFW 
provides the following 
services

CDFW Brand Style Guide, 2024



The Lake & Streambed Alteration Program

Permitting program that 

protects existing fish and 

wildlife resources in the bed, 

bank, or channel of 

waterbodies 

Based out of HQ in West Sac

Coordinate procedures, 

guidance, and policies to 

ensure statewide consistency 

and efficiency 

Manage the LSA Help Desk 

and the EPIMS Help Desk 



Notifications
If an entity plans to …

• Substantially divert or obstruct the 

natural flow of,

• Substantially change or use any 

material from 

• the bed, channel, or bank of, any river, 

stream, or lake, 

• Deposit or dispose of debris, waste, or 

other material containing crumbled, 

flaked, or ground pavement where it 

may pass into any river, stream, or lake

Notification is necessary.
Fish & G. Code 1602(a)

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&sectionNum=1602.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&sectionNum=1602.


Agreement Types
Standard Agreement (SA)

• For a one-time project

• Ex. install culverts and bridges

Routine Maintenance Agreement (RMA)

• For the routine maintenance of 

a structure or area

• Ex. debris basin maintenance and 

fuel management zones

Master Agreements

• Covers multiple projects where 
detailed plans are not ready at time 
of Notification

• Ex. housing development

Gravel, Sand, or Rock Extraction 

Agreement (GSR)

• For mining or extraction of 

aggregate material

Timber Harvesting Agreement

• Covers projects that are 

included in a timber harvesting 

plan approved by CAL FIRE 

Cannabis Agreements

• Self-Certification

• Standard Agreement

• General Agreement



Agreement Terms
Short-Term Agreements

• Project Term of 5 years or less

• Can be extended once, for no 

more than 5 additional years

• Standard, Gravel/Sand/Rock 

Extraction, and Routine 

Maintenance Agreements

• Timber Harvesting Agreements 

can only be short-term

Long-Term Agreements

• Project Term of more than 5 years

• Standard, Gravel/Sand/Rock 

Extraction, and Routine 

Maintenance Agreements 

• Master Agreements can only be 

long-term



Emergency Work Notification

Fish and Game

Code section

1610 EPIMS

Permitting Portal

Fish and Game 
Code section 
1610 exempts 
certain types of 
emergency work 
from section 1602 
requirements

CDFW must be 
notified within 14 
days of beginning 
the work

Notify for 
Emergency Work 
in the EPIMS 
Permitting Portal

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&sectionNum=1610.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&sectionNum=1610.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=FGC&sectionNum=1610.
https://epims.wildlife.ca.gov/index.do
https://epims.wildlife.ca.gov/index.do


Emergency Definition

Sudden, unexpected occurrence clear and imminent 

danger life, health, property, or essential public services  

Immediate action to prevent or mitigate loss or damage 

Fire, flood, earthquake, or other soil or geologic 

movements, and riot, accident, or sabotage

PRC §21060.3 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&sectionNum=21060.3.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&sectionNum=21060.3.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&sectionNum=21060.3.


What Qualifies?

§1610(a)(1)

Immediate emergency work necessary to protect life or 

property

§1610(a)(2)

Immediate emergency repairs to public service facilities 

because of disaster with proclaimed state of emergency

§1610(a)(3)

Emergency project activities to existing highways within 

one year of a disaster



§1610(a)(1)

• Life
• Human

• Wildlife

• Property
• Private

• Public

• CDFW-owned

• Examples 
• Sewage spills

• Flooding

• Ruptured pipelines
Concrete that has spilled into Glen Echo Creek during a pipe retrofit 

project by the East Bay Municipal Utilities District in 2015



§1610(a)(2)
• Repairs to public 

service facilities
• Libraries

• Schools

• Parks

• Utility 
Infrastructures

• Roads/Highways

• Proclaimed State 
of Emergency 

Floodwaters caused by tropical storm Hilary in 2023

https://www.caloes.ca.gov/office-of-the-director/policy-administration/legal-affairs/emergency-proclamations/
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/office-of-the-director/policy-administration/legal-affairs/emergency-proclamations/
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/office-of-the-director/policy-administration/legal-affairs/emergency-proclamations/


§1610(a)(3)
• Emergency highway 

maintenance & repair 

• Damage from certain 
natural disasters

• Work must occur within 
1 year of disaster

• Undertaken, carried 
out, or approved by a 
state or local 
government agency 

2024 Highway 70 landside.



Notification Process 

Create & submit Emergency Work Notification within14 days of starting 
work

EPIMS Account Creation

Applicant Notification steps: 



Registration and Password Sharing

• Log-in to EPIMS or select 
"Click here to Register"

• All users need their own 
account

• No password sharing



EPIMS Terms

• Applicant: The person legally responsible for upholding the terms of the 
Agreement. Once the final LSA Agreement is issued, this person will 
become known as the Permittee.

• Organization: Serves as an anchor that connects multiple EPIMS users to a 
Notification with their own secure login.

• Additional Contact: User who has been given the authority by the 
Applicant to view/edit the Notification.

• Designated Representative: User who has been given the authority by the 
Applicant to sign the Notification and Agreement on the Applicant's 
behalf.





Notifying through EPIMS



Info Required



LSA Program Notification Review
The Applicant submits Notification

• There are no fees for Emergency Work Notifications

• No mitigation or conditions - Work occurs exactly as described in 

Notification

Upon receipt CDFW can:

• Confirm the emergency 

• Request more information 

• Indicate that project does not meet the conditions of 1610

• Issue a Notice of Violation

• Do nothing Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, section 699.5

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICFD2AEC091D411EF8EA190AA21B58CC5?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICFD2AEC091D411EF8EA190AA21B58CC5?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ICFD2AEC091D411EF8EA190AA21B58CC5?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)


Notification Status Update

• Correspondence via 

EPIMS

• Approved/Denied

• More Info

• Doesn’t fit 1610

• Notice of Violation

• Regional Scientist Email



Project/Site Related Questions



Resources to Facilitate Notification Process

• General Overview

• Notification and 

Agreement Types

• FAQs

• Laws and 

Regulations

• Fees



EPIMS Help / 1.0 

Introduction / Welcome to 

EPIMS / Video Tutorials

EPIMS Help / 1.0 

Introduction / Welcome to 

EPIMS / Quick Start Guides

Video Tutorials Quick Start Guides • Video tutorials guide 

user through the 

registration process 

to initial Notification 

submission 

• The Quick Start 

Guides are checklists 

of all the required 

information on the 

Notification form in 

EPIMS.

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction-welcome-to-epims
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction-welcome-to-epims
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction-welcome-to-epims-video-tutorials
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction-welcome-to-epims
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction-welcome-to-epims
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/EPIMS/Support/introduction-welcome-to-epims-getting-started


EPIMS Help

EPIMSHelp@Wildlife.ca.gov

• Adding additional contacts to a Notification

• Associating users with organizations

• Assisting with technical issues

• Connecting Applicants with their Environmental Scientist 

• Help with forms

• Login assistance

mailto:EPIMSHelp@Wildlife.ca.gov


Questions?

• Ange Baker - Angela.Baker@wildlife.ca.gov 

• Carmen Tull – Carmen.Tull@wildlife.ca.gov

• Marina Lesse – Marina.Lesse@wildlife.ca.gov 

• Aidali Guerrero – LSA@wildlife.ca.gov

• Shannon Kiely – EPIMSHelp@wildlife.ca.gov

mailto:Angela.Baker@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Carmen.Tull@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Marina.Lesse@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:LSA@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:EPIMSHelp@wildlife.ca.gov
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